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Today was the day. After a long wait, the school 

would finally be announcing two special students to 

join the Yogyakarta Hunt. The packed auditorium was 

filled with anticipation and tension. Each student hung 

on every word the principal said. 

“After discussing with the school staff, we have 

come to a decision. We have chosen… Alisa and Tino 

from Grade 7!” 

JOGJA HUNT 

Nada Nashita 
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This was followed by gasps, cheers, and 

applauds from the surprised audience. No one would 

have guessed that Alisa and Tino would be chosen. 

What an unlikely pair! Tino was a carefree person who 

didn’t pay much attention to academics, while Alisa 

was solely focused on her grades. In addition, the two 

were not the type to join competitions, let alone chosen 

to join them. Nevertheless, everyone congratulated 

them for the awesome opportunity.  

The chosen pair was just as surprised as the rest 

of their classmates. They knew for a fact that this was 

the first time they joined a competition, and it would 

be very hard working together. Alisa was already 

wondering how to deal with Tino’s playfulness and 

lack of focus, while Tino was wondering how to deal 

with Alisa’s stern manner. Even so, they accepted the 

opportunity gratefully. 
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Arrival in Borobudur 

“We’re finally here!” exclaimed Mr. Surya, 

astonished by the immense temple rising before his 

eyes.  

“AWESOME!” the children cheered in a chorus 

as they gazed at the jaw-dropping splendor of 

Borobudur.  

  

WISHES from 

BOROBUDUR 

F. Sophia M. Deogrades 

 



5 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Surya decided to spend their 

much-awaited school holiday with their three 

children, Lukman, Raka, and Rani, away from the 

hustle and bustle of Jakarta. Since the couple also 

wanted to expose their children to the history and 

cultural diversity of their own country, visiting Candi 

Borobudur was the first in their planned route.  

Each of them was handed a colorful batik 

sarong at the entrance.  

“What do we need this for?” asked 10-year-old 

Raka curiously, as he noticed the other tourists 

wrapping it around their waists like a skirt.  

As always, Lukman had a ready answer. Being 

the eldest, sometimes he had the tendency to be a 

know-it-all, which the family would find more 

amusing than annoying. 

 “Exactly located in Central Java, Borobudur is 

said to be the most visited tourist attraction in the  
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Justine A. J. Ampusta 

PARADISE ISLAND 
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Long ago, two sisters, Alya and Titra, formed an 

island. Alya was the goddess of the heavens while 

Titra was the goddess of the waters. The island was 

inhabited by a diverse range of animals and rich flora. 

Every day Alya and Titra walked among towering 

trees, blooming flowers that produced refreshing and 

fragrant scents, chattering birds and animals, whirring 

hummingbird wings, trickling water near the stream, 

and scampering animals in the brush. The island was 

called ‘Sangiang’. For many years, peace and harmony 

dwelt in that paradise under the watchful care of the 

two sisters.  

One morning, as Alya and Titra were still asleep 

on their bed of clouds, they were suddenly awakened 

by the sound of people ranting below. The sisters 

looked down and noticed a ship anchored near their 

serene island.  
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What angered them the most was the sight of 

men entering the jungle of Sangiang with axes and 

machetes in hand, ignoring the sign in front of the 

jungle that said ‘Do Not Trespass’. 

“Foolish humans! Did they not read the sign?” 

Titra shouted furiously. 

“Bu the worse things are what they’ll do to our 

island. We MUST protect Sangiang from being 

destroyed!” Alya responded fearfully. 

Titra nodded and said, “Right. Maybe we can 

talk to them and urge them out of the island.” 

“C’mon boys! Keep chopping those trees down! 

We’ll need plenty of it for our construction here,” the 

leader of the group of men shouted out, reminding the 

workers to work faster if they wanted a break.  

All of a sudden, one of the men yelled, “Sir! 

There’s someone heading towards us.” 

 


